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Leasing and Recharge Projects

• Phelps Recharge:  856 AF excess flow diversions March 21-23, 400 AF 
recharged through canal

• Cottonwood Ranch BSR:  Delivered 456 AF from Phelps, March 30-
April 5.

• Cook Well:  
• Pumped 116.8 AF from March 1-April 11
• Approved amendment to Water Augmentation Agreement with TBNRD
• Pump, flowmeter replaced
• TBNRD took over operations (well back on April 19)



Platte Basin Hydrology



• Excess flows March 21-23
• Real-Time Hydrologic Condition 

• Mar-Apr = DRY
• May = DRY

• Target Flows 
• May 1-10 = 1700 cfs
• May 11-31 = 800 cfs





April 26, 2022January 25, 2022



Pathfinder Ownership
• 34 Account (Pathfinder EA) 

• Jan 29 = 3,465 AF
• Apr 30 = 8,645 AF

• 20 Account (Municipal Account)
• Jan 29 = 13,018 AF
• Apr 30 = 16,044 AF







North Platte Chokepoint

• Disking
• Intended to disk same areas that were sprayed last fall (~43 acres)
• Worked with PVWMA and Lincoln County Weed Superintendent
• Needed permission from 8 landowners, only 5 responded
• Gaps limited feasible area to about 15 acres

• Bypass Canal
• Discussion with GC was tabled until June meeting



Recapture Network Construction

• Wells
• Installation of pumps completed week of April 11
• 5 of 7 wells currently operational

• Pipelines
• All pipeline installed
• Discharge structures, pump outs, most surface fittings completed
• Numerous leaks identified during pressure testing, repairs underway

• Possibly a couple months until completion



Upcoming EA Release

• Lake McConaughy EA
• 149,110 AF as of 3/31

• Germination Suppression Relase
• 1,500 cfs at Grand Island
• June 1-30 (releases to start ~May 25)
• Better idea of expected conditions after EAC/RCC meeting
• Planning regular coordination calls (USFWS, CNPPID, EDO, etc)



Nebraska New Depletion Plan 
Update

PRRIP Water Advisory Committee Meeting 
May 3, 2022



Water Planning 
and Integrated
Management Surface Water

Groundwater
Floodplain 

Management

Dam Safety Field Offices

Providing the sound science and 
support for managing Nebraska’s 

most precious resource



Update on Nebraska’s New Depletion 
Plan
 2020 Permitted Activities
 Estimated Depletions
 Offsets and Accretions
 Update on other activities



2020 Permitted Water Uses
 Permits issued by the NRDs and the Department

Type Total

Groundwater Transfers 23

Groundwater Wells 33

Groundwater Variances 11

Surface Water Permits 9



2020 Groundwater Transfer Permits

Upstream of CHR Within CHR Total

Groundwater
Transfers 16 7 23



2020 Groundwater Well Permits

Type Upstream of 
CHR Within CHR Below CHR Total

Municipal 1 - - 1

Industrial/ 
Commercial 1 - - 1

Transfer/ 
New Well 5 2 - 7

Replacement 8 15 - 23
Supplemental 
Groundwater - 1 - 1

Total 15 18 -- 33



2020 Groundwater Variance Permits

Type Upstream of 
CHR Within CHR Total

Exemption to 
Allocation 11 - 11

Total 11 - 11



2020 Surface Water Permits

Type Upstream of 
CHR Within CHR Total

Recharge 
(Temporary) 9 - 9

Total 9 - 9



Effects to Streamflow from 2020 
Permitted Activities

Year
Upstream of CHR Within CHR Both

Reaches

Mitigations New Uses Net Effect Mitigations New Uses Net Effect Net Effect

2020 51.70 -10.43 41.27 5.47 -1.99 3.48 44.75

2021 76.11 -23.09 53.02 9.81 -5.31 4.51 57.52

2022 91.92 -32.88 59.04 13.07 -8.10 4.96 64.01

2023 103.55 -40.9 62.64 15.56 -10.35 5.20 67.85

2024 112.66 -47.70 64.96 17.54 -12.19 5.35 70.31

2025 120.10 -53.57 66.53 19.15 -13.71 5.44 71.97

2026 126.33 -58.71 67.62 20.50 -15.00 5.50 73.13

2027 131.66 -63.25 68.41 21.65 -16.10 5.54 73.95

2028 136.28 -67.29 68.99 22.64 -17.07 5.57 74.56

2029 140.34 -70.93 69.41 23.51 -17.91 5.59 75.00

2030 143.94 -74.21 69.73 24.28 -18.67 5.61 75.33

2031 147.17 -77.21 69.97 24.96 -19.35 5.62 75.58

2032 150.09 -79.94 70.14 25.58 -19.96 5.62 75.77



Net Effect to Streamflow from 2020 
Permitted Activities
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Other Basin-Wide Activities
Second increment Upper Platte Basin-Wide Plan and    

Integrated Management Plans between the Natural 
Resources Districts and Nebraska Department of Natural 
Resources effective in September 2020
2020 report was first under the second increment of 

NeDNR and Upper Platte NRDs integrated water 
management plans 
2023 Robust Review
Updating COHYST and WWUM models
Updating depletions/accretions analysis with updated 

datasets



Questions? 

Kari Burgert
kari.burgert@nebraska.gov
Office: 402-471-5277



dnr.nebraska.gov 

THANK YOU



301 Centennial Mall South 
PO Box 94676

Lincoln, NE 68509-4676
402-471-2363

https://dnr.nebraska.gov



North Platte River Basin
Colorado’s Annual Report for 2021
Platte River Recovery Implementation Program

Kara Scheel, Endangered Species Recovery Program Manager
Colorado Water Conservation Board

May 3, 2022



• Jackson County: Small quantity of water
1. Irrigation as high as 134,467 acres in any one year
2. Small population: Baseline = 2022 people
3. Limited industry
4. Piscatorial, wildlife, and other environmental uses

II.C. Existing Water Related Activities



1. Irrigation as high as 134,467 acres in any one year
2. Municipal & Industrial Uses: 

• Population exceeds baseline of 2022 people
• Post-1997 industrial uses

3. Piscatorial, wildlife, and other environmental uses: 
• Post-1997 uses

II.D. New Water Related Activities





State Demographer: Population





THANK YOU
kara.scheel@state.co.us
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