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I. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND 

A. Tract Location and Size 

The Wyoming Property (Property) is 455 acres in size and is located in portions of Sections 17, 

18 and 20, T-8N, R-15W.  Figure A-1 (located in Appendix A) presents the Property boundary.  

The tract is located in the Kearney to Minden bridge segment near The Nature Conservancy 

(TNC) Speidell Tract.  Figure A-2 shows the property location within the bridge segment and its 

proximity to existing leased and owned conservation lands.   

 

B. Land Interest 

The Property is owned by the State of Wyoming (Owner). Platte River Recovery Implementation 

Program (Program) interest in the Property comes via a twelve (12) year land sponsorship lease 

(Sponsorship Agreement) executed in August of 2008.  A copy of the Sponsorship Agreement is 

located in Appendix B. The lease provides the Program with exclusive use rights for agriculture, 

recreation, habitat restoration and related uses.  The Owner excepted ownership and use rights 

for oil, gas, coal and other minerals including sand and gravel. 

C. Communication and Coordination 

1. Land Owners 

Per the Sponsorship Agreement, the Program is responsible for developing and submitting yearly 

Land Management Work Plans (Work Plans) to the Owner.  In addition, the Program is 

responsible for submitting a yearly report showing receipts and expenditures for the Property 

during the preceding fiscal year. The Program has the right to collect receipts from any leases, 

licenses, contacts or permits issued or administered for the Property. Proceeds from these 

agreements or activities must only be used on the premises. All grazing lease income must be 

forwarded to the Owner and the Owner is responsible for paying property taxes.  

2. Neighbors 

The Executive Director’s Office (ED Office) is responsible for communication and coordination 

with neighboring landowners. Neighbors will not be asked to provide formal comment on annual 

Work Plans but will be notified and consulted regarding specific restoration or management 

activities that could impact their properties.  

3.  Permits 

The Executive Director’s Office (ED Office) is responsible for communicating the need and 

acquiring permits from the appropriate permitting agency for any work in this plan that is subject 

to a formal permitting process.  (for example: COE 404 permit)
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II. EXISTING HABITATS  

A. Land Cover 

Existing land cover/use on the Property was evaluated utilizing the updated 2005 land cover 

overlay developed in cooperation with the Whooping Crane Maintenance Trust Inc. (Crane 

Trust) and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). The land cover classifications 

from the overlay were compared to the most recent United States Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Program aerial photography in order to identify any 

land use changes that have occurred since the development of that dataset.  The land cover/use 

for this tract is summarized in Table 1. Several additional land cover/use related maps are located 

in Appendix A including: 

 Figure A-3 – 2005 Land Cover/Use 

 Figure A-4 – National Wetland Inventory 

 Figure A-5 – 1938 Aerial Photography 

 Figure A-6 – 1998 CIR Aerial Photography 

 Figure A-7 – 2008 CIR Aerial Photography 

 

Table 1 – Wyoming Property 2005 Land Cover/Use Summary 

 

Land Cover Classification Acres Percent of Tract 

Agricultural 3.4 0.8% 
Bareground/Sparse Veg 11.2 2.5% 
Mesic Wet Meadow 30.9 7.0% 
Phragmites 26.0 5.9% 
Riparian Shrubland 45.7 10.3% 
Riparian Woodland 42.5 9.6% 
River Channel 13.4 3.0% 
River Early Successional 64.2 14.5% 
River Shrubland 70.7 16.0% 
Rural Developed 7.1 1.6% 
Unvegetated Sandbar 10.2 2.3% 
Xeric Wet Meadow 116.6 26% 

B. Existing Species Habitat 

1. Non-Riverine Surface Water 

The only non-riverine surface water on the Property is two excavated sloughs and three small 

excavated wetland features designed and constructed by the USFWS. These features can be seen 

on the aerial image in Figure A-7. The downstream ends of the sloughs are intermittently 

connected to active channel. These features provide habitat for non-target waterfowl species as 

well as habitat for forage fish and other aquatic organisms. 
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2. River Frontage and Active Channel Widths 

The main channel of this segment of the Platte River is separated into three distinct channels. 

The Property includes approximately 5,600 feet of frontage on the northernmost channel, 4,100 

feet of the middle channel and 2,500 feet on the southernmost channel. A secondary channel 

splits from the southernmost channel near the midpoint of the Property but only carries flows 

intermittently. The northern and middle channels are connected on the Property and this 

connection is an important flow split. The north channel ranges in width from 250 to 450 feet, 

the middle channel from 100 to 200 feet, and the south channel from 150 to 275 feet.  

3. Island and Channel Bank Height 

Channel bank height on the Property ranges from three to five feet above water during summer 

flow conditions. The large islands between the three channels also range between three and five 

feet above water.  Small islands and sandbars located within the active channels range from 

inches to two feet above water surface. 

4. Contiguous Sand Substrates 

In the spring of 2008, three existing sand bars on the north channel were cleared of vegetation, 

reshaped and sprayed with pre-emergent herbicide in order to create sand substrate suitable for 

tern and plover nesting. The total area of three created sand nesting bars was less than five acres. 

All of the sand was inundated during the spring high flow event of 13,000 cfs and quickly 

vegetated following the event. No nests were initiated on the managed sand habitat in 2008. 

5. Groundwater 

Depth to groundwater on the accretion portion of the Property is typically less than three feet. 

Depth to groundwater on the pastureland south of the channel ranges between two and six feet 

based on Nebraska Department of Natural Resources well registration logs for several 

monitoring wells installed by the Central Platte Natural Resources District (CPNRD). A 

groundwater drain borders the south side of the pastureland portion of the Property. The drain is 

approximately five feet deep and controls the groundwater elevation in the area.  

6. Flooding in Non-Wetland Areas 

Intermittent flooding occurs in non-wetland areas of the accretion ground during high flow 

events. Flooding and ponding of water also occurs on the pastureland portion of the Property 

during rainfall events. This is due to excavation work and construction of a small dike built to 

facilitate development of wet meadow habitat. The dike has not been maintained and is in need 

of repair. 

7. Power/Transmission Lines 

There are no above-ground power or transmission lines on the Property. 

C. Incompatible Uses and Environmental Concerns 

The Property does not currently have land uses that are incompatible with target species habitat.  

There are no incompatible land uses on neighboring properties. There are no past or present uses 

of this or adjacent properties that raise potential environmental concerns. 
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III. HABITAT RESTORATION AND MANAGEMENT 

The entirety of the Property will be managed as complex habitat. On September 2
nd

, 2008, 

Program Staff hosted a workshop to develop goals and objectives for the Property and relate 

them to habitat restoration and management actions. Workshop participants included 

representatives of the Owner, USFWS, United States Bureau of Reclamation, Nebraska Public 

Power District, and ED Office.   

A. Goals and Objectives 

All restoration and management actions carried out under this Management Plan are subject to 

the following goals and objectives which will function as the benchmark for evaluation of 

ongoing activities. 

1. General Goals and Objectives 

 Goal 1 – Reestablish and Maintain Property Boundary 

o Objective 1a – Identify and address boundary disputes 

o Objective 1b – Establish and maintain permanent boundary fence 

 Goal 2 – Protect Downstream Flow in south channel 

o Objective 2a – Maintain north channel flow split. 

o Objective 2b – Continue to evaluate potential for south channel flow 

consolidation. 

 Goal 3 – Minimize Invasive Vegetation and Noxious Weeds 

o Objective 3a – Eliminate (to the extent possible) existing stands of invasive 

vegetation including phragmites, purple loosestrife, false indigo, willow, eastern 

red cedar, and wheatgrass. Control future infestations and prevent spread of 

invasive vegetation listed above as well as Russian olive and salt cedar. 

o Objective 3b – Control noxious weeds. 

2. Riverine Habitat Goals and Objectives 

 Goal 4 – Increase and Improve Tern and Plover Nesting Habitat 

o Objective 4a – Widen ½ mile of the North Channel and create in-channel tern and 

plover nesting island complex.  

o Objective 4b – Create off-channel tern and plover nesting habitat between middle 

and south channel. 

 Goal 5 – Improve Unobstructed Widths on All Channels 

o Objective 5a – Minimize the extent and height of vegetation within active 

channels 

o Objective 5b – Maintain vegetative community height of less than one meter on 

accretion ground outside of forested areas and particularly within 500 feet of 

active channels. 

3. Wet Meadow Habitat Goals and Objectives 

 Goal 6 –Restore Wet Meadow Habitat on Portion of Property South of the River 

o Objective 6a – Restore native xeric and mesic wet meadow vegetation community 
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o Objective 6b – Restore wet meadow hydrology  

B. Implementation (Strategies, Methods, Areas, Timelines, Costs and Responsibilities) 

This section provides the strategies and methods for achieving the goals and objectives outlined 

in the previous section. It also presents work areas and preliminary timelines and estimates of 

cost. Implementation activities will be delineated in greater detail in annual Work Plans that will 

be reviewed by the LAC, TAC and approved by the GC. These documents will be appended to 

Appendix C of this Plan annually. 

1. Objectives 1a & 1b - Property boundary reestablishment and maintenance 

 Strategy – The ED Office will make a good faith effort to work with adjacent 

landowners to reestablish the property corners based on the July 24 and 25, 1989 survey 

performed by Buffalo Surveying Corporation. Once reestablished, the boundary will be 

preserved by establishing and maintaining a permanent boundary fence. 

 Methods - The Program’s Land Specialist will be the point of contact with neighboring 

landowners. Boundary disputes will be reviewed by the Owner and Program Legal 

Counsel and be addressed on a case-by-case basis. All surveys (if needed) will be 

performed by a Professional Surveyor licensed in the State of Nebraska. Permanent 

perimeter fencing will be adequate for livestock containment and contain provisions for 

temporary fencing of active channels. Woody vegetation within twenty (20) feet of the 

permanent fencing will be removed and this area will be maintained free of such 

vegetation. The ED Office will work with neighboring landowners when possible to do 

likewise on their property. Permanent fencing will be inspected and repaired as necessary 

each spring. Temporary fencing will only be installed during grazing and removed 

immediately afterwards. Temporary fencing that crosses active channels will be marked 

with visual indicators. 

 Area – Permanent fencing will be established on the entirety of the property boundary 

outside of active channels. In addition, the existing fence between the pasture and south 

bank of the river will be maintained. 

 Timeline – Coordination with adjacent landowners to reestablish the property boundary 

will begin in late 2008. Fencing activities will proceed in the spring of 2009 if no 

boundary disputes occur.  

 Costs – Woody vegetation removal and repair/construction of permanent fencing is 

expected to cost less than $10,000. Annual fence maintenance is expected to cost less 

than $1,000. 

 Responsibilities – The Program’s Land Specialist is responsible for coordination with 

neighboring landowners. The Program’s Land Manager is responsible for coordinating 

fence construction and repair. The Owner is responsible for boundary fencing costs.  

2. Objective 2a – Maintain flow split on property 

 Strategy – Annual flow monitoring on the property will be used to evaluate flow in the 

north channel upstream of the flow split and north and middle channels downstream of 

the split. Changes in the proportion of flow in these channels will be evaluated by the 

Water Advisory Committee (WAC). If necessary, the WAC will initiate an investigation 

into ways to preserve or restore the integrity of the flow split. 
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 Methods – Monitoring methods will be established by the WAC. Flow split preservation 

or restoration methods will be identified as necessary. 

 Area – The flow split can be seen on Figure A-7. 

 Timeline – Monitoring needs and methodologies will be developed in late 2008 or early 

2009. 

 Costs – Unknown 

 Responsibilities – The Program Staff or contractors (in conjunction with the appropriate 

advisory committees) are responsible for designing and implementing monitoring. 

Responsibilities for flow split preservation investigations and resulting actions will be 

determined as necessary. 

3. Objective 2b – Continue to evaluate potential for south channel flow consolidation 

 Strategy –If the Program is able to acquire an interest in upstream or downstream 

properties, the potential for channel consolidation will be reevaluated.  

 Methods – Unknown 

 Area – Unknown 

 Timeline – Unknown 

 Cost – Unknown 

 Responsibilities – The ED Office is responsible for notifying the Technical Advisory 

Committee (TAC) and Adaptive Management Working Group (AMWG) of acquisition 

of an interest in upstream and downstream properties. The TAC and AMWG will be 

responsible for reevaluating the feasibility of channel consolidation based on said 

acquisition(s). 

4. Objective 3a – Eliminate existing and control future infestations of invasive vegetation 

 Strategy – Existing stands of invasive vegetation will be eliminated (to the extent 

possible) in year one (i.e. 2009) of Management Plan implementation. An integrated 

management approach to control will be used to the extent possible and specific control 

methods will be updated as new information becomes available. Ongoing 

management/control needs will be assessed annually and incorporated into Work Plans.   

 Methods – Elimination of existing infestations will be accomplished through a 

combination of herbicide application and mechanical removal. Control of certain species 

like eastern red cedar will not require herbicide application while other species like 

purple loosestrife will not need to be mechanically removed after herbicide application. 

The wheatgrass infestation in the pasture will be eliminated by farming that area during 

three growing seasons with Roundup Ready row crops.  Management of future 

infestations will be accomplished through a variety of integrated management methods 

including: herbicide application, prescribed fire, mechanical disturbance/removal and 

grazing.  

 Area – Invasive vegetation removal and control will be conducted on the entire Property.  

 Timeline – To the extent feasible, removal of existing infestations will occur in 2009 and 

maintenance/control efforts will continue annually. Herbicide/ drilling of annual cover 

crop treatment of the pasture will commence in 2009 and end following the 2011 growing 

season.  
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 Cost – Spraying and removal of woody species is expected to cost on the order of 

$50,000. Annual costs will be identified in the annual Work Plans and are expected to be 

less than $5,000. 

 Responsibilities – Program Staff are responsible for identifying infestations and 

planning/coordinating control efforts. Control activities will be carried out by contractors 

or Program Staff as appropriate. 

5. Objective 3b – Control noxious weeds 

 Strategy – Infestations of noxious weeds will be eliminated (to the extent possible) 

annually. An integrated management approach to control will be used to the extent 

possible and specific control methods will be updated as new information becomes 

available. Ongoing management/control needs will be assessed annually and incorporated 

into Work Plans.   

 Methods – Herbicide application will be the primary method for control of noxious 

weeds. Biological controls will be considered but only used if deemed effective enough 

to result in effective control within three growing seasons. 

 Area – Noxious weed control will be conducted on the entirety of the property. 

 Timeline – Noxious weed control activities will be conducted annually. 

 Cost – Annual costs will be identified in the annual Work Plans and are expected to be 

less than $4,000 

 Responsibilities - Program Staff are responsible for identifying infestations and 

planning/coordinating control efforts. Control activities will be carried out by contractors 

or Program Staff as appropriate. 

6. Objective 4a – Widen ½ mile of north channel and create in-channel tern and plover 

nesting island complex 

 Strategy – The north channel will be mechanically widened to a sustainable width. Tern 

and plover nesting island(s) of three (3) acres or more in size will be constructed and 

maintained in the widened channel. The islands will be constructed to an elevation such 

that they will not be overtopped by flows of less than 2,000 cfs. The islands will be 

maintained free of vegetation (to the extent possible). 

 Methods – An estimate of the maximum sustainable channel width will be developed 

through evaluation of existing geomorphology modeling. The channel will be widened by 

pushing material from the south bank of the channel into the channel itself. The nesting 

islands will be created utilizing existing sand bars/small islands where possible and by 

pushing up bed material from the channel itself. The islands will be maintained free of 

vegetation through the annual application of pre-emergent herbicide or through flow 

management (if deemed possible). 

 Area – The approximate area is presented in Figure A-8 located in Appendix A. 

 Timeline – Planning, design and permitting will occur in 2009. Construction will begin 

in 2010 and proceed as field conditions dictate. 

 Cost – Planning, design and permitting is expected to cost on the order of $30,000. 

Construction is expected to cost less than $200,000. Annual maintenance (mechanical 

and herbicide) is expected to be on the order of $3,000. 
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 Responsibilities – Program Staff will coordinate with the Bureau of Reclamation to 

evaluate maximum channel width. Program Staff and/or contractors in coordination with 

the TAC will be responsible for planning, design and permitting. Contractors will 

perform the construction and maintenance work. 

7. Objective 4b – Create off-channel tern and plover nesting habitat between middle and south 

channel 

 Strategy – Off-channel tern and plover nesting habitat will be created between the 

middle and south channel by excavating/moving existing sand/sediment to create a 

nesting island of approximately six (6) to eight (8) acres in size surrounded by at least 

fifty (50) feet of open water a minimum of two (2) feet deep except for one maintenance 

access point. The access point will be protected by electrified predator fencing and the 

island will be maintained free of vegetation (to the extent possible).  

 Methods – The island will be created by pushing and excavating material. Excavation 

will be deep enough that a minimum of two feet of groundwater will be maintained 

throughout the nesting season. The water buffer may, but does not have to be, connected 

to the south channel. The island will be maintained free of vegetation through the annual 

application of pre-emergent herbicide. 

 Area – The approximate area is presented in Figure A-8 located in Appendix A. 

 Timeline - Planning, design and permitting will occur in 2009. Construction will be 

completed in 2010. 

 Cost – Planning, design and permitting is expected to cost on the order of $30,000. 

Construction is expected to cost less than $400,000. Annual maintenance (mechanical 

and herbicide) is expected to be on the order of $3,000. 

 Responsibilities –Program Staff and/or contractors in coordination with the TAC will be 

responsible for planning, design and permitting. Contractors will perform the 

construction and maintenance work. 

8. Objective 5a – Minimize the extent and height of vegetation within active channels 

 Strategy – The Program will attempt to manage vegetation within the active channel 

primarily through grazing, mechanical manipulation or flow management (as able). 

Grazing will be evaluated as the primary management technique but may not be feasible 

due to the challenges associated with fencing and finding operators willing to graze their 

livestock in the channel. Chemical application may also be used, but as a secondary 

strategy due to the potential real or perceived environmental impacts. 

 Methods – Grazing will only be viable if the active channel can be fenced during the 

grazing season. If it is feasible, channel fencing must be installed immediately before 

grazing and remove immediately after. Mechanical control methods include shredding, 

mowing and discing. Chemical application rates and methods will vary, but all herbicides 

must carry an aquatic label. 

 Area – Active channels 

 Timeline – Grazing feasibility will be investigated in late 2008. Mechanical manipulation 

of the channel will be conducted as deemed necessary or on a biennial basis if grazing is 

not feasible. Herbicide application will be utilized when/where grazing or mechanical 

manipulation is not feasible or on vegetation that cannot be effectively controlled by 

mechanical means. 
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 Cost – The only cost associated with grazing would be fence maintenance. Per the 

Sponsorship lease, the Owner is responsible for boundary fencing costs. Discing or 

mowing of the active channels on the property is expected to cost on the order of $8,000. 

Herbicide application is expected to cost on the order of $200 an acre. 

 Responsibilities – Program Staff are responsible for assessment and planning. Grazing 

lease holders will be responsible for livestock management. Contractors will be 

responsible for carrying out mechanical control activities. 

9. Objective 5b – Maintain vegetative community height of less than one meter on accretion 

ground outside of forested areas and particularly within 500 feet of active 

channels 

 Strategy – The Program will manage vegetation height on accretion ground through a 

combination of several biological and mechanical control strategies. Where practical, 

those control strategies will encourage the maintenance of a diverse community of native 

grass and forb species.  

 Methods – The Program will manage vegetation height on accretion ground primarily 

through grazing, mechanical manipulation, and prescribed fire. Grazing will be evaluated 

as the primary management technique but may not be feasible in the area of the property 

between the north and south channels if fencing of the active channels is not feasible. 

Grazing dates and intensity will be evaluated yearly and may vary in order to manage 

vegetation community composition and diversity. Prescribed fire may be used on the 

portion of the property north of the channel but will likely not be feasible elsewhere due 

to equipment accessibility limitations. If grazing is not feasible on the central portion of 

the tract, mechanical manipulation through shredding and mowing will likely be the 

preferred management technique. Herbicide application may also be used to control re-

growth of woody vegetation, but will be a secondary strategy due to the potential real or 

perceived environmental impacts. Due to the proximity to surface waters, all herbicides 

must carry an aquatic label. 

 Area – All accretion ground outside of currently forested areas and particularly areas 

within 500 feet of active channels.  

 Timeline – Grazing feasibility will be investigated in late 2008. Mechanical removal 

existing woody vegetation exceeding one meter in height will be performed in 2008 or 

2009. Maintenance of vegetation height will be an annual activity. 

 Cost – The only cost associated with grazing would be fence maintenance. Per the 

Sponsorship lease, the Owner is responsible for boundary fencing costs. Shredding or 

mowing of accretion ground is expected to cost on the order of $50 an acre. Herbicide 

application is expected to cost on the order of $200 an acre. 

 Responsibilities – Program Staff are responsible for assessment and planning. Grazing 

lease holders will be responsible for livestock management. Contractors will be 

responsible for carrying out mechanical management activities. 

10. Objective 6a – Restore native xeric and mesic wet meadow vegetation community 

 Strategy – Replant existing pasture with high-diversity local ecotype xeric and mesic wet 

meadow seed mix following three years of farming to remove invasive wheatgrass. 
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 Methods – Planting will be conducted during the winter following the third year of 

cropping. Planting will be accomplished by broadcaster or spreader when snow cover is 

present.  

 Area – Existing 107 acre pasture south of the high bank of the Platte River. 

 Timeline – Planting will occur during the winter of 2011-2012 or after the completion of 

any hydrology-related enhancements. Establishment of a viable vegetation community 

may take up to five (5) years. 

 Cost – Planting costs are expected to be on the order of $50,000. 

 Responsibilities – Program Staff will be responsible for coordinating farming and 

planting activities. Seed and planting services will be procured from one of the Program 

partners or cooperators. 

11. Objective 6b – Restore wet meadow hydrology (as able given site constraints) 

 Strategy – The feasibility of restoring wet meadow hydrology is not yet known. A 

planning process will be initiated to study the feasibility and associated costs and 

benefits. If determined to be feasible, the design and permitting will be completed by the 

end of 2011 so that construction could commence the following spring. 

 Methods – The restoration method is not yet known. 

 Area – Existing 107 acre pasture south of the high bank of the Platte River. 

 Timeline – A planning study will be initiated in 2010 to evaluate potential restoration 

methods. If deemed feasible, design and permitting would be conducted in 2011 and 

construction would commence in 2012. 

 Cost – Not yet known. 

 Responsibilities – Program Staff will be responsible for general coordination. A 

contractor will be selected for the planning study and design/permitting. A contractor will 

perform the construction work. 
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IV. MONITORING AND RESEARCH 

A. Baseline Monitoring 

A variety of monitoring activities will be conducted on the Property as part of the system-wide 

investigations conducted under the Integrated Monitoring and Research Plan (IMRP). Parcel-

specific baseline monitoring needs that will not be addressed under system-wide research and 

monitoring protocols include: 

1. Flow monitoring at north channel flow split 

 Purpose – Flow monitoring at the existing north channel flow split will provide data on 

the portion of flow that splits to the middle and eventually the south channel. It will also 

allow of identification of any changes or trends in the split flow, which will help inform 

decisions about protection of flows in the south channel. 

 Timeline – Flow monitoring should be initiated in 2009 and continue as long as the TAC 

determines that there is a need to do so. 

 Responsibilities – Planning and implementation of flow modeling will be carried out by 

Program Staff or contractors under the IMRP. 

 

2. Channel cross section surveys at upstream and downstream edge of property 

 Purpose – Baseline cross section surveys at the upstream and downstream edge of the 

property will establish the existing cross sectional profile of the channels. Subsequent 

surveys conducted in conjunction with channel modification or as part of other research 

efforts can be compared to the baseline transects to determine the effects of Program 

actions on the channel. 

 Timeline – Baseline transects should be surveyed before the commencement of channel 

modifying activities.  

 Responsibilities – Planning and implementation of the cross section surveys will be 

carried out by Program Staff or contractors under the IMRP.   

B. Research 

Several research efforts may be conducted in full or part on this property under the IMRP 

including: 

 Slough-based fish research 

 Geomorphology research 

 Invasive species research 
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V. PUBLIC ACCESS 

A. Education 

Public access for education, including non-Program research, will be allowed on a case-by-case 

basis as long as it is compatible with target species usage and does not negatively impact species 

habitat. Program Staff will be responsible for evaluating requests and granting access permission. 

As a general rule, property keys will not be permanently provided to persons for educational 

purposes but will be available at the Program Office for temporary use. 

B. Recreation 

Public access for recreation will not be allowed until the property boundary is clearly established 

and marked with permanent fencing and signage. Once the boundary has been established, the 

compatibility of specific types of recreation will be reevaluated. 
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VI. INCIDENTAL TAKE 

A. Measures to Minimize or Eliminate Take of Least Tern and Piping Plover 

Habitat restoration and land management activities occurring on river channel or sandpit habitat 

between April 15 and August 15 will only be conducted in the absence of nesting least terns and 

piping plovers. Program Staff will conduct a survey for these species in the area that will be 

disturbed within three days prior to the initiation of activities.  

 

If least terns or piping plovers nest on the off-channel nesting complex, appropriate measures 

will be taken to control predation. At a minimum, any land connection to the complex for 

maintenance will be protected by electrified predator fencing. Other measures may be warranted 

and Service concurrence will be obtained before implementing additional measures. 

 

Additionally, habitat restoration and land management activities will be monitored and scheduled 

to minimize negative effects on species protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 

B. Measures to Minimize or Eliminate Take of Whooping Crane 

 

1)  For habitat restoration and land management activities in or within 0.25 miles of the Platte 

River channel occurring between March 23 and May 10, or October 1 and November 15, 

construction shall only take place from one hour following sunrise to two hours prior to sunset 

unless otherwise approved
1
 by the Service’s Coordinator of the Whooping Crane Migration 

Tracking Program.  Program staff will notify the Service when Program habitat restoration work 

will be conducted during the above dates from the Highway #283 and Interstate 80 intersection 

near Lexington, Nebraska downstream to Chapman, Nebraska.  

 

2)  Construction or other work crews working in or within 0.25 miles of the channel during the 

above dates will check channel areas for the presence of whooping cranes prior to starting work 

each day, and report the presence of whooping cranes to Program staff.  When whooping cranes 

are discovered in the Platte River valley, either by the Program monitoring crew or the above 

required check by construction or work crews, or are known to be in the valley through other 

sources, including via notification from the Service’s Coordinator, Program staff will confer with 

the Service and will notify construction crews if it is necessary to temporarily halt construction 

activities.   

 

3)  Construction work should be completed as quickly as possible.  Earth moving equipment will 

be moved from the river channel to an upland site located behind a tree line at the end of each 

work day if such features are available on the property.  In the instance that such features are 

unavailable, equipment should be moved to a position at least 0.25 miles away from the channel.  

                                                 
1
 The length of a given migration season can vary with strong weather patterns and may be shorter or longer than 

average.  A known shorter migration season is an example of when the Coordinator might approve activities outside 

of the stated daily period. 
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C. Measures to Minimize or Eliminate Take of Pallid Sturgeon 

Land restoration and management activities will not result in incidental take of pallid sturgeon. 
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VII. RESPONSIBILITIES 

A. Restoration and Management Responsibilities 

1. Planning 

Per the Sponsorship Agreement, Land Management Plans for this property are to be written by 

representatives of the Executive Director’s office and overseen by one individual representing 

the Owner, one individual from the Program, one individual from the USFWS, and others as 

assigned by the Program. This group will be responsible for reviewing annual Work Plans and 

for directing the planning process. Program Staff will be responsible for conducting, or retaining 

contractors to conduct, planning, design, and permitting for specific activities carried out under 

this plan. 

2. Implementation of Management and Restoration Activities     

Implementation of restoration and management activities will be carried out by Program Staff or 

by contractors under the oversight of Program Staff.  

3.  Enforcement 

Public access for recreation is currently not allowed under this plan.  Enforcement 

responsibilities will be assigned if and when recreation is allowed. 

B.  Budget and Invoicing 

Program Staff will be responsible for budgeting and invoicing of activities on this property. No 

later than October 1 of each year during the term, a report showing receipts and expenditures for 

the property during the preceding fiscal year will be submitted to the Owner. All proceeds 

collected from activities on the property must be used for development, operation and 

maintenance of the property, except for proceeds from grazing leases, which must be forwarded 

to the Owner. At the termination of the agreement, any remaining proceeds must be paid in full 

to the Owner within 30 days.   

C. Plan Authorization and Modifications 

 

The LAC and TAC will provide comments on this Management Plan and the LAC will forward a 

recommendation to the Governance Committee (GC). The GC must authorize this Management 

Plan before it can be executed. In addition, the LAC and TAC will provide comments on the 

annual Work Plan and the LAC will forward a recommendation on the Annual Work Plan to the 

GC. The GC must approve the annual Work Plan before it can be executed.  

 

Once every five years, the Management Plan will go through a major revision process where the 

goals, objectives, and activities will be reevaluated. The revised plans must go through the same 

comment and approval process as the original Management Plan.
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ANNUAL WORK PLAN (2009) 
For 

WYOMING PROPERTY 
Main Objectives for the year:  

Land/Habitat Management: 

 Work on the boundary issue with NE neighbor (Obj. 1a &1b). 

 Fix fences and look into cleaning out the ditch on the south side of the property as the 

neighbor has asked us to do (Obj. 1a & 1b). 

 Make repairs to the present stock well at the south end of the pasture.  

 Decommission groundwater level monitoring wells on south pasture. 

 Work with southeast neighbor to see if we can both benefit from our pasture 

improvement by removing wheatgrass. 

 Work with neighbors to try and make additions to this complex (Obj. 2b). 

 Spray wheatgrass on South pasture in early spring (Obj. 3a). 

 Spray noxious weeds on entire property (Obj. 3b). 

 Remove small woody vegetation on the north property and evaluate if a burn can 

happen (Obj. 5b). 

 Clean up all unwanted debris (i.e. tires, barbed wire, metal, concrete, barn wood) 

along Northern high bank of the property (Obj. 5b) 

 Scrape off the rice dike and consider using the material for repairing the south road 

into the property (Obj. 6b). 

 

Habitat Restoration/ Research: 

 Maintain flow spilt on property (Obj. 2a). 

 AMWG planning to evaluate potential for south channel flow consolidation (Obj. 

2b). 

 AMWG planning for the widening of ½ mile of north channel and creation of in-

channel tern and plover nesting island complex.  Construction to begin in 2010 (Obj. 

4a). 

 AMWG planning for the creation of off-channel tern and plover nesting habitat 

between middle and south channel.  Construction to begin in 2010 (Obj. 4b). 

 Understand the south property soil ph and identify the best way to set back the 

wheatgrass and encourage the native grass expansion (Obj. 3a). 

 

 

Main planned activities: 

 Have south wheatgrass pasture sprayed with roundup in early spring of 2009 

followed by drilling a crop of oats on all upland areas.  Oat crop will be harvested 

and removed prior to July 15 to allow for positive WS grass growth 

 Have  an above ground tree removal contractor shred dogwood, willows, false 

indigo, cedars, sprayed phragmites and other unwanted vegetation on the Northern 

portion of the tract. 

 Have a heavy equipment contractor remove all unwanted debris and trees along the 

Northern high bank of the property.  This will include burning and burying all 



 

2 

 

downed trees and those removed and transporting all other non burnable material 

offsite to landfill. 

 Evaluate noxious weed infestation and vegetation on tern/plover islands; have 

contractor spray. 

 Work with Northeast and Southeast neighbor to address boundary issues. 

 Get bids for scraping off rice dyke, cleaning ditch, repairing fence and stock well on 

south pasture. 

 Obtain bids for decommissioning groundwater level monitoring wells on south 

pasture and have work done in summer of 2009. 

Expected Outcomes: 

 Improved sandhill and whooping crane habitat conditions on Northern portion of the 

property.  

 Reducing wheatgrass composition on southern pasture and improve conditions for 

native WS grass 

 Address maintenance issues such as fence and undesirable vegetation, debris and 

groundwater wells 

 Improve neighbor relations and deal with past boundary claim 

 Depending on results of AMP experimental design workshops, finalize planning and 

cost estimation for the widening of ½ mile of north channel and creation of in-

channel tern and plover nesting island complex and creation of off-channel tern and 

plover nesting habitat between middle and south channel. 

Key Milestones/ Targets with time-scale: 

 Jan – Continue with Management plan development, send out RFP for above ground 

tree removal portion of project 

 Feb –Finalize management plan, have tree and phragmites clearing work done on 

Northern portion of property 

 March – Have wheatgrass on Southern pasture sprayed and drilled with a cover crop 

of oats, obtains bids for additional tree clearing and debris clean up. 

 March- AMWG workshop on mechanical actions experiments; include discussion of 

channel widening, flow consolidation, vegetation clearing, and tern/plover island 

development 

 April –spring migration, obtain bids for scraping dyke, fence repair, stock well work, 

and well decommissioning, and evaluate need for noxious weed control and pre-

emergent spraying of tern/plover islands for vegetation control. 

 May – spring migration, Improve neighbor relations and deal with past boundary 

claim hire contractor for noxious weed control and pre-emergent application on T&P 

islands. 

 June – conduct work on dyke, fence, stock well, and well decommissioning 

contingent on contractor availability, ensure oat crop is on schedule to be harvested 

and removed by middle of July.  

 July – conduct work on dyke, fence, stock well and well decommissioning contingent 

on contractor availability. 

 Aug – conduct work on dyke, fence, stock well and well decommissioning 

contingent on contractor availability, evaluate in channel vegetation cover and plan 

for fall discing. 
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 Sept – evaluate WS grass response on southern pasture and vegetation regrowth from 

tree clearing on northern portion- evaluate for potential Rx burn in spring of 2010 

 Oct – begin draft for 2010 annual work plan. 

 Nov –  

 Dec –finalize 2010 annual work plan. 

Monitoring/ Evaluation: 

Targets are broad but explicit.  We will measure our targets by ensuring that each of the 

main objectives is carried out and delivered on. 

Projected 2009 Expenditure (estimates): 

 Above ground tree clearing- $6,500.00   

 Removing debris and downed trees- $15,000.00 

 Spraying wheatgrass- $2,500.00 

 Spraying pre-emergent on T&P islands- $1,000 

 Spraying  noxious weeds- $1,000.00 

 Drilling oats- ??? 

 Fence- $10,000 

 Scraping rice dyke - $4,000 

 Groundwater monitoring well decommissioning (6 wells)- $1,800  
 

 

 

  

 


